Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

4-7-2009

UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 84, No. 43
WKU Student Affairs

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 84, No. 43" (2009). WKU Archives Records. Paper 6751.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6751

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Herald

C Y
M K

college heights

Tuesday, April 7, 2009
Volume 84, Number 43
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

BOR to vote on
additional costs
for course hours
exceeding 15
CHRISTINA HOWERTON
news@chherald.com

Western officials want to
charge students for extra credit
hours.
But the Student Government
Association plans to protest.
The Board of Regents will
vote on a $30 charge for each
credit hour exceeding 15 hours
at its meeting on April 24,
President Gary Ransdell said.
Western’s current policy is to
charge students who take over
18 hours about $300 dollars for
each extra course, Ransdell said.
Students need 15 hours a
semester to graduate in four
years with the 120-hour degree
program, he said.
Student Regent Reagan
Gilley said he’s against the
policy because it would punish
students for taking extra hours.
SGA met Monday night and
discussed creating a petition for
students to sign and rallying at
the regents’ meeting.
“As a student organization,
we are very opposed to back
door tuition increases,” SGA
President Kayla Shelton said
during the meeting.
But Ransdell said officials
don’t intend for the policy to be
a way to raise tuition.
He said other schools such
as Morehead State University
have similar tuition policies.
See LOAD,
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Western to
submit 6-year
capital plan
to the state

JACOB HILL/Herald

The Western concrete canoe team races against other schools at Basil Griffin Park Saturday. The rowers in the coed race are (front to back) Upton senior Jacob Riggs,
Lexington senior Benjamin Webster, Mt. Washington junior Erica Rigney and Nashville senior Kelly Stolt. Close behind is the University of Cincinnati, one of 14 schools
that came to Western to compete.

Taking on water
Concrete canoe team sinks to third for the first time in 13 years
MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com
The Navigator entered the water smoothly as if it were made
of silk instead of concrete. Resting easily atop the lake at Basil
Griffin Park, the black canoe proved the statement on the side
of the Western’s Engineering Department’s trailer— “Yes, it
floats.”
But one question remained on Saturday — could The
Navigator continue Western’s 13-year winning streak at the
American Society of Civil Engineers Ohio Valley Concrete
Canoe Competition.
The negative answer surprised the team.
Western hosted the conference of 15 schools this year,

JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
Jackhammers, cranes and
hard hats all come along with
construction projects, and Western
officials hope to continue seeing
them on campus.
The Western Kentucky
University Six-Year Capital Plan
lists the construction projects the
university is interested in for 2010
through 2016, Senior Project
Manager Ben Johnson said.
It lists $638 million in
projects, including $511 million
during the first two years.
Projects are listed in the
priority of their importance to
the university, Johnson said.
Western officials must
submit the plan to the state by
April 15, said Bryan Russell,
director of planning, design and
construction.
The plan was approved by
the Board of Regents Executive
Committee on Friday and will
go before the full board at
its meeting April 24, Regent
Forrest Roberts said.
S e e C A P I TA L ,
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SGA senate has yet
to spend its full budget
MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
$13,200—the amount of money
the Student Government Association
student senate has left to spend from
its budget.
Fifteen—the number of days
senators have left to write and
introduce legislation without having
to suspend bylaws.
Four—the number of meetings the
senate has left to spend the money.
Senators had spent $1,800 of
their $15,000 budget as of March 31,
according to the SGA budget. SGA
had spent $81,733.99 of it’s $110,000

GET INSIDE THE HERALD
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Retreat
.06% of money spent
$68.40

Money cut from budget
3.7% of budget
$4,100
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Operations
16% of money spent
$17,590.55

Unspent money
25.7% of budget
$28,266.01

Senate Programming
1.6% of money spent
$1,800
Extended Campuses
1.8% of money spent
$2,000
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Public relations
2.3% of money spent
$2,562.60

MONEY SPENT AS OF MARCH 31, 2009
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SGA BUDGET BREAKDOWN:

budget as of the same day.
The senate’s remaining budget
makes up the biggest portion of
unspent money, according to the
budget.
SGA President Kayla Shelton
said senators haven’t been as active
in writing legislation and spending
money this year as they’ve been in
previous years.
She decided not to have a spring
retreat to save some money, but she
thinks it might have hindered senators
because they usually learn to write
legislation at the retreat, she said.
See SGA,

which also features competitions in areas such as surveying and
steel bridge construction.
Members of Western’s concrete canoe team had been
working on the 210-pound Navigator since December, preparing
to disprove the common certainty that rock sinks in water,
Owensboro senior LeAndra Chandler said.
The 17-hour pours, during which team members filled a
mold of the canoe with a mix they’d designed to be lighter than
water, were tedious, and January paddling practices were cold,
she said.
But Western’s team stood waist deep in water beside their
vessel knowing they had a reputation to defend, Chandler said.

NEWS
Room Renewal
More students decided to renew
housing than last year. Getting rid of
freshman-only dorms may be a factor.
PAGE 3

Executive Programs
50.1% of money spent
$55,112.44

JAN DIEHM/Herald
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Citizen’s School
The Board of Regents Academic
Affairs Committee approves the
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Of a second is referred to as a
‘Jiffy.’
Pounds of force is the average
amount of power that can be
produced by a human jaw.
Billion dollars is spent each
year on chewing gum by
North American youth.

Source:http://www.randomfunfacts.com

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com
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The calendar runs every Tuesday.
Send your event post request by 3 p.m. Monday
to calendar@chherald.com.

Crime reports

Reports
u Andrew Fuller, McCormack Hall, reported on April 5 that his
iPod, three of his textbooks and his Nintendo DS containing a
Super Mario World game were stolen from his dorm room. The
value of the theft was $520.
u Melvin Fletcher, Pearce-Ford Tower, reported on April 4 that his
Compaq Presario laptop and his wallet were stolen from his dorm
room. The value of the theft was $830.
u Jason McCoy, Louisville Road, reported on April 2 that his
Oakley sunglasses were stolen from RedZone. The value of the
theft was $400.
u John Watkins, PFT, reported on April 2 that his computer and
video game system were stolen from his dorm room. The value of
the theft was $1,000.
u Stanley Jefferson, Northeast Hall, reported on April 1 that his
CD player and 10 CDs were stolen from his car parked in the
Creason lot. The value of the theft was $320.
u Steven McCain, Barnes-Campbell Hall, reported on April 1
that 20 CDs were stolen from his truck parked in the University
Boulevard lot. The value of the theft was $110.

Arrest
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u Anime Club, 7 p.m., MMTH 236
u Creative Writers Series - Libby Oakes,
4 p.m., CH 125
u Gregory Heisler, portrait photographer,
7 p.m., MMTH 166
u Mark Irons, acoustic guitar, 11 a.m.,
DUC lobby
u Miss Black Western Gala, 8 p.m.,
DUC 340
u Motorcycle Safety, 10 a.m., DUC
lobby
u Relaxation Session, 4:15 p.m., Garrett
100
u Revolution 91.7 Remote Broadcast, 5
p.m., DUC lobby

0-

Student Summer Special!

9

27

FIRST MONTH FREE!!!
ABC SELF STORAGE
store it here!

THURSDAY

u Amazing Tones of Joy Bible Study, 7
p.m., DUC 349
u Americans for Informed Democracy, 9
p.m., DUC 305
u Army Reserve, 10 a.m., DUC lobby
u Environmental Health & Safety
meeting, 8 a.m., DUC 341
u General Career Info, 8 a.m., DUC
lobby
u Honors Club Movie Night, 8 p.m.,
DUC 310A
u International Club-AGM, 7:30 p.m.,
DUC 226
u Kappa Alpha Psi Interest Meeting, 7
p.m., DUC 305

u WKU Horn Studio Recital, 7:30 p.m.,
fine arts center recital hall
u Amazing Tones of Joy, 7 p.m., DUC 349
u BCM 180 Worship Service, 8:30 p.m.,
GH 235
u Bouldering, 4 p.m., Preston Center
u Campus Wide Forum, 3:30 p.m., MMTH
166
u Disciples of Christ, 7 p.m., DUC 341
u General Career Info, 8 a.m., DUC lobby
u Hays Watkins Series Luncheon, 11:30
a.m., Faculty House
u Newborns in Need Baby Drive, 10 a.m.,
DUC lobby

Don’t haul your stuff home...

8

Sc

WEDNESDAY

10

7

27

TODAY

ed

u Cecillee Bolton, Zacharias Hall, was arrested on April 2 and
charged with operating a vehicle on a suspended license and failure
to maintain liability insurance. She was released the same day on
a $290 cash bond.

to WK
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270.781.1886

Call 24 Hrs / 7 Days A Week 136 St. Charles Ave.
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ACADEMICS

Scholarship honors former psychology student

EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
A scholarship fund honoring
a psychology student who was
killed in a car crash last spring
has raised more than $20,000
with the help of students from
Western’s school psychology
graduate program.
Jesse Keeling, a graduate
student from Louisville, died
from injuries sustained in a car
accident on May 3, 2008.
The Kappa Delta alumna
was a first-year graduate
student in the program when
she passed away, Associate
Psychology Professor Carl
Myers said.
The
program
trains
psychology students to work
in an educational environment,
according to Western’s Web
site.
Students in the program

helped raise money for the
scholarship by sending letters
asking for donations to school
psychology alumni, said
Ashley McGinnis, a graduate
student in the program from
Bowling Green.
McGinnis said she spent
a lot of time with Keeling
while the two women were
classmates.
The students in the program
that year were very close, she
said.
“She was a really sweet
girl,” McGinnis said. “She
worked hard in school, but
knew how to have fun.”
Stacey Clinard, a graduate
student from Gallatin, Tenn.,
said she had a couple classes
with Keeling while they
were undergraduates, but
spent much more time with
her when they entered the
graduate program.

Keeling was a soft-spoken
woman who always said what
was in her heart, Clinard said.
Students interested in
applying for the scholarship
for the 2009-10 school year
must apply by April 15, Myers
said.
The scholarship is limited
to first-year graduate students
in the school psychology
graduate program, he said.
Keeling’s parents wanted to
create a scholarship that was
meaningful to their daughter’s
background and experience at
Western, Myers said.
The $1,000 scholarship
will be awarded to a first-year
graduate student about to enter
his or her second year in the
program, he said.
There are nine students
eligible for the scholarship this
year, he said. A new student
will be chosen each year.

Student housing renewals rise
JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
Sturgis sophomore Hilary
James said living in a dorm is
convenient. It’s one reason why
she chose to renew her housing
for next year.
“I don’t live around here, so
if I live in a dorm, everything’s
here,” she said.
James is one of an increasing
number of students living on
campus.
A total of 2,437 students
renewed their housing for next
year, said Brian Kuster, director
of Housing and Residence Life.
That’s 98 more students than
the 2,339 who renewed their
housing last year, Kuster said.
“We have seen a trend the last
couple years of more students
renewing,” he said.
This is the first time there
has been a consecutive increase
in renewal numbers since
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2002, according to the numbers
provided by Kuster.
Renewal fell by 331 residents
between 2002 and 2003 because
four dorms were closed for
renovations, he said.
Kuster said he thinks part of
the reason is that HRL did away
with freshmen-only dorms.
Residents in freshmen-only
dorms could reapply to live in
those dorms again beginning
last year, he said.
This means that students can
stay with the friends they made
in their hall if they want, Kuster
said.
Sophomore Olivia Reed, who
also renewed her housing, said
she lives in a dorm even though
she is from Bowling Green.
She said she saves gas money
by living on campus because
she doesn’t have to drive to
class every day.
Reed also said she likes to
live on campus because housing

parking is better than commuter
parking.
Kuster said he doesn’t
expect the increase in renewal
to cause problems for capacity
next year, even though some
residents assistants had to share
their room with residents at the
beginning of last semester.
Freshmen and sophomores
will still be required to live on
campus, Kuster said.
“We were tight last year, but
100 people is not going to make
a difference,” he said. “That
number will go down as we
start school in August.”
Some students might decide
during the summer not to come
back, Kuster said.
Students get their $100
deposit back if they cancel by
July, he said. They get $50 back
if they cancel by August.
Other students might decide
to renew over the summer,
Kuster said.
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POLL

Q: What is your favorite

thing to cook in the dorm?
Why?
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EDITORIAL

Steve
Gray
Cloverport
freshman
“Microwave burritos
because they’re tasty, full of
protein and easy.”

Benjamin
Sobczyk
Louisville
junior

“Cookies or brownies,
because anyone that walks
through the community
room can relish that smell.”

Katie
Moore
Nashville
sophomore
“Microwavable soft pretzels
because you can eat them
at all hours of the day and
they’re quick.”

Jennifer
Chapman
Louisville
senior
“I made stir-fry because
it’s cheap, easy and a lot of
people can eat it.”
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Don’t approve
price gouging
Board of Regents should reconsider
plan to circumvent CPE tuition limit
The issue: At the Board of Regents finance and budget committee meeting on Friday, committee members recommended that the
Board of Regents approve charging $30 per credit hour for every
hour that exceeds a 15-hour course load.
The proposed change will come before the board for approval
at its meeting on April 24.
Our view: Regents shouldn’t approve a change that will add to
the financial strain that Western students are already facing.
The committee is proposing approving a 4 percent tuition
increase to all undergraduate and graduate students.
The proposed tuition increase comes after the Council on
Postsecondary Education set the maximum increase for comprehensive universities at 4 percent.
The request includes a change to the tuition policy.
Students are assessed the full-time tuition rate at 12 credit hours
and the current policy allows for us to take up to 18 credit hours
for no additional charge.
Kentucky residents are currently charged an additional $268
for each credit hour that exceeds 18 hours, Bursar Belinda
Higginbotham said.
Nonresidents are charged more. That number comes from the
per hour rate for credits, minus any mandatory student fees, she
said.
The proposed change recommends that students be charged $30
for every hour that exceeds 15 hours. Students wouldn’t be charged
the $268 per hours for taking more than 18 hours.
What this means is that on top of paying the 4 percent tuition
increase, students who take 16 hours would be charged $30.
Students who take 18 would be charged $90.
In effect, this policy change would be a way around the 4 percent tuition increase.
The Herald understands that money is tight and that administrators have to find new ways to bring money into the university.
The Herald also understands that with the new 120-hour degree
requirement it will be easier for students to take only a 15-hour
course load every semester.
The Herald previously reported that the average student takes
15 hours a semester.
But it’s becoming increasingly difficult to graduate from college in four years. Many students have to take 16, 17 or even 18
hours a semester if they have any hopes of finishing “on time.”
According to information provided by Institutional Research,
21.38 percent of students took between 15 and 18 hours of classes
and 2.36 percent took more than 18 in the fall 2008 semester.
Even with a change in the degree requirements, there are many
things that can and will prevent students from finishing in four
years.
Some students are often forced to stay at Western longer
because the classes they need to graduate aren’t offered or because
they changed their major or minor halfway through their college
career.
Either way, Western officials win. If a student chooses not to
take more than 15 hours a semester, he or she may have to stay at
Western an additional semester or year to complete requirements.
That student will then have to pay tuition for an additional
semester, or a student will elect to pay the additional $90 to graduate more quickly.
Many scholarships that students have run out after four years.
Any additional time spent at Western often requires students to find
a new way to pay for their education.
There is nothing wrong with taking more than four years to
graduate. But until state and university officials take note of the
growing trend, students should not be penalized.
Approving the change to the current policy is a way for Western
officials to get around the CPE tuition rates.
Western officials and the board need to consider the financial
strain that the new policy would have on students.
Western officials need to be upfront with students about what
tuition will cost them.
A 4 percent tuition increase seems like a step in the right direction, but comes after CPE has forced officials to lessen tuition
increases and isn’t entirely accurate.
Just because a $30 fee doesn’t fall under the category of a
tuition increase, doesn’t make it less of one.
When this is brought before the board on April 24, the Herald
urges board members to vote against this proposed change.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s
10-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

I want shorts, and I want them now
David Harten
sports@chherald.com

I think Mother Nature is mad at us.
Actually, maybe “toying” with us is the
right term. Maybe this is some sick late April
Fools’ joke, but it’s not funny.
Either way, our Mother Nature is making
me angry.
I was in shorts last Monday. Yesterday
and today, I’m in long johns and fleece. This
weather is getting ridiculous.
I’m a lifelong Kentuckian. I understand
through many years of changing from short
sleeves to long sleeves on a daily — and sometimes, hourly — basis that the weather in this
state is just terrible around this time of year.
It can never decide whether they want to
give us a break or give us one more saga that
involves snow, rain, sleet and terrible traffic.
But come on, Mother Nature, enough with
it already. I want sunburns. I want my eyes to
hurt from forgetting my sunglasses at home
on the way to class. I want to see women in
short-shorts. I want warm weather, and I want
it consistently!
The only people I can see who can benefit
from weather like this is the weather forecaster.
I mean, granted, a weather forecaster being
right is kind of like waiting for the Cubs to win
the World Series, but for a job that requires
being right less than half the time, they’ve got
to be doing backflips over knowing that no
one is relying on them for quality reports. We
all know that would be a lost cause.
I guess staying indoors is helping me get
more classwork done, though. But it’s up for

judgment on whether that’s a legitimate plus.
It’s bad enough that weather in this state
stays downright dreadful from early November
to early March, but this is just cruel and
unusual punishment.
It’s not fair that my friends and I plan fishing trips for weekends with the hope that the
current, 70-plus degree weather will hold up,
only to have storm number three of the week
come through and bash Kentucky with the latest cold front.
You see, Mother Nature, you’re not just
forcing a change in wardrobe — you’re postponing my life.
The forecast is starting to make me feel a
little better. Starting tomorrow, the temperatures are supposed to be 63 degrees or above
for the next week.
But as of now, you’re not playing fair,
Mother Nature. It’s been spring for the past
three weeks now. The old saying goes that
March goes in like a lion and out like a lamb.
Well, dang it, somebody needs to go corral
that little critter because he’s slacking off,
grazing somewhere. I want my lamb. I want
warm weather.
I know I should be patient, because this is
all just temporary. Soon enough, I’ll get to
bear witness to less clothing on women, more
sun and more missing class because of a case
of great weather and a thriving outdoor social
life.
Higher temperatures, slightly lower test
scores. I think that’s a fair trade as long as
I make my grades respectable after finals
week.
Make me irresponsible again, Mother
Nature — it’s only natural.
This commentary does not represent the opinion
of the Herald or the university.

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY?

EMILY FOX/Herald

Louisville junior Bryttnee Price reflects on her recent success. Price, an elementary education major
and music theatre minor, has just signed a recording contract with a gospel group. “It’s not like
some of these recording contracts you hear about, where you get a $1 million sign-on,” Price said.
“But I’m very excited.”

Louisville junior chosen for gospel group
ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com
A phone call changed her life.
In
December
2008,
Louisville junior Bryttnee
Price got a call from her old
friend about an audition for a
gospel group.
“Everyone I know always
tells me to audition for things
and become a singer,” Price
said. “That was never what I
wanted to do.”
After some encouragement,
Price decided to go for it.
“I had to get over my fear,
stop being stubborn and embrace
my gift.”
Price,
an
elementary
education major and musical
theater minor auditioned for
American Idol in the summer of
2008. She has been in Western
productions such as “Violet,”
and sang in other banquets and
African-American dance class
performances.
A singer since fourth grade,
Price didn’t discover gospel
until she was 12 years old.
“I wasn’t raised in the church,
so I was never really exposed to
it,” she said.
When she started attending
Peace Presbyterian in Louisville
with her middle school friend,

Load
Continued

from front page

The policy isn’t enough to
increase tuition revenue, but
Western will save money by
eliminating course sections,
Ransdell said.
When students register for
extra classes and then drop them
it keeps others from being able
to take them, Ransdell said.
Officials sometimes make
extra course sections because
of students who drop classes,
he said.
Western has to pay faculty
to teach the extra sections,
Ransdell said.
He said the policy should
discourage students from
“shopping around” for classes

C Y
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Price said she found the family
she never had.
“I loved the people so I kept
going to the church,” she said.
“They were quick to give hugs
and say, ‘I love you.’ My family
didn’t always do that.”
Price, whose mother is a
nurse and works long hours, said
she learned to be independent
early.
She said she would sing at
school events and often, her
family wasn’t there, but her
church members were.
“There’s no resentment at
all,” Price said. “My mom came
when she could, but she had
three of us to take care of so I
understood.”
Price had an average
childhood, though she didn’t
get to know her father well
until she was a teen. That initial
absence and sudden return when
he moved back in inspired her
to write poetry.
“With that experience, I
finally had a way to interpret
my confusion into something I
could understand,” she said.
Now, Price uses her old
poetic abilities to develop her
song-writing skills.
A song-writing challenge
was also a requirement for the
audition. Though Price missed

the song-writing day for a
previous singing commitment,
she earned a place in the group.
“I was afraid they would
doubt my professionalism
— I thought my chance was
over,” she said. “The fact that
I was chosen proves that it was
something I had nothing to do
with. God put me here — there’s
nothing else I can say.”
Price said the support of her
friends and family who know
about her musical pursuits helps
her stay focused.
Though she sometimes finds
it hard to balance academics
and her music, Price said the
opportunity is worth changing
her plans to teach.
“School will always be
here,” she said. “I’m gonna take
this chance and see where it
goes ... I can always come back
to school.”
Price looks forward to
her future in the 16-member
contemporary gospel ensemble,
which is finalizing a name. With
them, from all denominations,
she has found another family.
“Just like a painter feels the
urge to create and needs no
reason for it, I create with music
because anyone can connect to
it,” Price said. “It’s a powerful
gift and I don’t take it lightly.”

because they’ll be charged for
extra hours.
Provost Barbara Burch said
students could save money with
the proposed policy.
She said students who
graduate early would pay $900
to take 10 extra hours each year
for three years and save two
semesters of tuition.
Faculty Regent Patricia
Minter said she has mixed
feelings about the policy.
Minter said the policy might
keep students from registering
for extra classes.
She said Western can’t afford
to offer as many course sections
because of budget cuts.
Minter declined to comment
on her other opinions about the
policy.
Lexington sophomore Rob
Strobel said he takes 19 hours
a semester, so the policy would

affect him.
He said he thinks the extra
charge would keep students
who take extra hours at Western
longer.
“The regents rarely keep in
mind the students,” Strobel said.
Madisonville
freshman
Casey Hopson said the policy
wouldn’t affect her because she
doesn’t need to take more than
15 hours per semester.
Regent Chairwoman Lois
Gray said she supports the
policy, but she understands the
students’ side.
“Do I like to raise costs for
students?” she said. “No.”
She said the policy would help
Western stay within the budget.
Ransdell said he expects the
regents to approve the policy.
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BOR committee approves creation of social issues institute

MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com
People rarely mention Barney
Fife and Tupac in the same
breath, but Saundra Ardrey
doesn’t hesitate.
The
political
science
department head will encourage
the connection between rural
and urban cultures during her
new seminar, When Mayberry
Meets the Hood, in the fall.
The Board of Regents’
Academic Affairs Committee
approved the creation of the

Institute for Citizenship and
Social Responsibility on Friday.
ICSR seeks to address social
issues through seminars, such as
Ardrey’s, and service learning
projects, she said.
Committee approval is a
recommendation to the full board,
according the board’s bylaws.
The board meets on April 24.
The ICSR aims to bring
administrators, faculty, students
and staff together to analyze
social justice issues and
become civically and politically
engaged, said Eric Bain-

Selbo, philosophy and religion
department head.
Western has several initiatives,
such as Constitution Week, already
focusing on citizenship and social
responsibility, he said.
But ICSR will help coordinate
efforts of these organizations
and create a network between
them, Ardrey said.
“We thought we should bring
all the initiatives the university
has under one umbrella,” she
said.
This joining of forces will
help make issues of social

responsibility and citizenship
part of the culture at Western,
Bain-Selbo said.
Students can become a part
of that culture by taking one
of the ICSR seminars, he said.
The one- to three-credit-hour
courses will address immediate
social concerns as well as local
and global issues.
The ALIVE Center, a
community outreach program,
will help ICSR partner faculty
with non-profit agencies in the
community to provide service
learning opportunities, Center

Staying in town
this weekend?
Then come celebrate

Director Paul Markham said.
The service learning projects
will provide students with
personal experiences while
asking them to analyze a larger
issue, he said.
For example, students studying
homelessness may spend a day
working in a soup kitchen and
then spend class time discussing
what causes homelessness in the
community, Markham said.
Faculty can use their service
learning projects to conduct
research and further their personal
academic ambitions, Ardrey said.

Water
Continued

from front page

“This is bigger than
basketball for us, and we love
basketball,” she said. “This is
our biggest sporting event.”
The lakeside seemed more
like a sports stadium when Big
Red appeared loafing through
the trees eating hats and stealing
lunches.
Lexington senior Benjamin
Webster, a paddler, scanned
the crowd of about 200 people
before the race. His eyes rested
on each of the nine competing
canoes. He knew exactly which
teams he wanted to beat.
“Everyone,” he said. “We
definitely expect to uphold
tradition.”
Two male team members
guided Western’s canoe to lane
2 for the first of five canoe races.
The University of Akron’s
team came charging to the bank
covered in war paint, roaring
war chants and towing a 12-foot
tall flag. Then, Akron team
members parked their canoe
next to Western’s.
The race began, and two
ducks fled to the shore.
It ended quickly in a swarm
of splashing and cheers of “T-OP-S! Tops! Tops! Tops!”
The Navigator crossed the
finish line first.
Western’s canoe won every
race, but the team didn’t find
out the final score until Saturday

Capital
Continued

Downtown on the Square
April 12th 10:00am

www.bowlinggreenchristian.org

Bring a friend!
Presented by

Bowling Green Christian Church
1912 Small House Rd.

Co-sponsored by

Christian Student Fellowship
meeting on Tuesdays @ 8:00pm
@ CSF House - Across from MMTH
(Mass Media & Technology Hall)
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The project list is a longrange planning tool that includes
all of the projects the university
is interested in doing over the
next six years, Johnson said.
Every government agency is
required to submit a plan to
the state listing its construction
needs, Johnson said.
But, with the current
economic situation, President
Gary Ransdell said he doesn’t
expect the General Assembly to
fund many capital projects when
it sets the budget next spring.
“We’re gonna have to be
patient,” Ransdell said.
Johnson said projects can’t
be approved by the state if they
aren’t on the capital plan.
“Prospects of funding aren’t
that good, but if things changed,
we have it in the plan,” he said.
“We don’t have any illusions
that we’re going to get $600
million, so that’s where we kind
of prioritize.”
The top five priorities are
the ones officials focus on first,
Johnson said.
As projects are funded, they
are moved off the list and other
projects move up, he said.
Faculty Regent Patricia
Minter said she had concerns
with some projects being less of
a need and more of a want.
Academic buildings need to
be above other projects, she
said.
Ransdell said priorities are
determined by the most pressing
needs based on the condition of
the current building.
These projects help Western
keep its buildings current and
keep pace with its enrollment
growth, he said.
Many of the projects in the
plan would be funded by the
sale of state bonds.
Those bonds would be paid
back by the state, Chief Financial
Officer Jim Cummings said.

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

The community can also
become involved with ICSR
through neighborhood learning
communities, Bain-Selbo said.
Members
of
these
communities
from
local
neighborhoods
and
the
university will meet to address
social issues, he said.
“We can discuss really
critical social issues with the
understanding that the 83-yearold lady who lives on the west
side of town across the tracks
is an expert in her community,”
Bain-Selbo said.

night.
The
results
surprised
them, said Sarah Bertke, an
Owensboro junior paddler
and student coordinator of the
conference.
The canoe races only
count for 25 percent of the
competition score, Chandler
said. Judges also score a paper
written by team members
about the canoe’s construction,
an oral presentation about the
construction and the aesthetic
quality of the canoe, Bertke
said.
Western’s oral presentation
score received a deduction
because presenters exceeded
the time limit allowed, she
said. Team members also
unintentionally violated a
construction rule while building
the canoe.
These
deductions
led
Western to a third place finish
in the competition behind
Youngstown State University in
second place and the University
of Cincinnati in first, Bertke
said.
“We’re really disappointed,
but it lets us know what we
need to work on for next year,”
she said.
Despite
the
outcome,
Chandler said the canoe’s
performance would make any
engineer proud.
“You design to see your
results” she said. “We’re seeing
our results, so we can’t do
anything but hold our heads up
and smile.”

A $48 million renovation
of Downing University Center,
which is priority No. 8 in the
plan, is the first project that
would be paid for by the sale of
agency bonds.
Those bonds would be repaid
by the university, Cummings
said.

Western’s top five
priorities for 2010-2012:

1. Science campus
The $30 million renovation
of Thompson Complex Central
Wing and Hardin Planetarium
will finish the four-phase
renovation of the science
campus, according to a PDC
project list.
2. Electrical infrastructure
The plan includes $25 million
for underground electrical
infrastructure improvements,
according to the project list.
“We have some pressing
needs in terms of in-ground
electrical
infrastructure,”
Ransdell said.
3. Center for Research and
Development
The project would be
a $5.1 million materials
characterization center and
combustion lab at the Center
for Research and Development,
according to the plan.
The project had already
been approved in 2006 but was
vetoed in 2007 by then Gov.
Ernie Fletcher, Ransdell said.
4. Owensboro Technology
Center
Phase two of the Owensboro
Technology Center will finish
the move of the Owensboro
campus to the main campus
of Owensboro Community and
Technical College, according to
the project list.
The building will cost $14
million, according to the plan.
It was also vetoed by
Fletcher, Roberts said.
5. Gordon Ford College of
Business
The $49 million project would
construct a new building for the
college, according to the plan.
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Regents committee approves
three math and science majors

t

Western students looking to
teach middle or high school
math and science classes will
soon have new opportunities to
do so.
The Board of Regents
Academic Affairs Committee
approved three new majors
related to math and science education Friday morning.
Committee approval is a recommendation to the full board,
according the board’s bylaws.
The board meets on April 24.
The Middle School Science
Education,
Middle Grades
Mathematics and Science and
Mathematics Education programs were approved.
The Science and Mathematics
Education program (SMED)
works as a partner program with
a science or math major, said
Vicki Metzgar, assistant professor in curriculum and instruction.
A student wanting to teach
a middle school science class
would double major in Middle
School Science Education and
the SMED program, she said.
Students interested in teaching a high-school level science
or math course would double
major in the course they were
teaching and the SMED program, Metzgar said.
The new majors are designed
to provide stronger content
training for students, she said.
The SMED program is a part
of Southern Kentucky Teach,
a program designed to train
Western students to become
better math and science teachers, according to the SKyTeach
Web site.
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Metzgar said there’s a great
need for good math and science
teachers across the country.
“The economy is terrible,”
she said. “But if you can teach
math and science these days,
you can find a job.”
Karen Long, SKyTeach
coordinator, said students in the
SKyTeach program start creating lesson plans and teaching
classes during their first semester in the program.
“It’s a very exciting program,” she said.
SMED is modeled after a
math and science teacher preparation program at the University
of Texas at Austin called
UTeach, Long said.
UTeach was created in
1997 and has had great success
training future math and science teachers, according to the
SMED course outline.
The state of Kentucky needs
to find new ways of recruiting
and training future math and
science teachers, according to
the outline.
Long said she’s heard many
students complain that their
high schools didn’t offer physics classes because there were
no qualified teachers.
“Every student at Western
probably had a problem with a
math or a science teacher when
they were younger,” Long said.
Programs like SKyTeach and
UTeach help create better math
and science teachers, Metzgar
said.
Twenty-nine percent of U.S.
fourth-grade students, 33 percent of eighth-grade students
and 18 percent of high school
seniors perform at or above
the proficient level in science,
according to the outline.

Sustainability minor gets nod from academic committee

COLE CLAYBOURN
news@chherald.com
Western officials hope to open
up sustainability studies to more
Western students with a proposed
new minor.
The Board of Regents’
Academic Affairs Committee
approved a new minor in sustainability at its meeting on Friday.
Committee approval is a recommendation to the full board,
according the board’s bylaws.
The board meets on April 24.
If approved, the minor would
take effect in fall 2009, according
to the committee agenda. It would
be offered through the department
of geography and geology.
John All, an associate geogra-

phy and geology professor, said
the minor will deal with environmental planning and will help students find jobs in related fields.
“There is already a major in
sustainability, so we wanted students to have a way to take some
of these classes without having
to major in it,” All said. “Some
students are majoring in economics, which is great, and a minor in
sustainability just makes it look
even better and provides more job
options for students,” he said.
There’s already a large interest
in the minor and a waiting list to
participate, he said.
The minor might also help
attract new students.
Sustainability coordinator
Christian Ryan-Downing said

many students are making their
college choices based on whether
or not sustainability is offered
by the university. So adding the
minor would attract students who
are interested in the field.
A sustainability minor would
also help efforts to integrate sustainability across the curriculum,
she said.
Daniel Reader, a geography
and geology instructor, said in
an e-mail that he’s not entirely
convinced that people want to
understand sustainability.
“Many seem to be content with
the practice of ‘green friendliness,’ thinking that that is what is
being referred to when the buzzword ‘sustainability’ is used,” he
said in the e-mail.

Louisville sophomore Chris
Wilson, a geography major, said
a minor in sustainability would be
helpful for students in his major.
“It helps people majoring in
geography to get introduced to
sustainability,” he said. “It helps
get their feet wet into what it is.”
Sustainability courses already
offered at Western will make up
the minor, according the agenda.
Some of the courses in the
new minor program would be
Environmental Science, Principles
of Global Sustainability and
Environmental and Resource
Economics, according to the
agenda.
The program also allows students to do international projects
in places such as China, All said.

News briefs

Nominations being accepted Student public relations
for diversity award
society to accept donations
Students, employees and of goods for babies
community members can be
nominated for the President’s
Award for Diversity this month,
according to Western’s Web
site.
The awards, worth $1,000,
recognize people advancing
diversity at Western or communities served by Western.
They are subject to withholding taxes, according to the
nomination form.
Nominations are due by April
27, according to the form.
Nominees will be judged on
criteria including participation
in activities that promote diversity at Western and its communities and promotion of diversity in various arenas, according
to the form.
Interested applicants can find
the application on Western’s
Web site or by contacting
Monica Burke at monica.
burke@wku.edu.

Western’s student public
relations society will accept
donations for babies in need
today and tomorrow at various locations, according to
Western’s Web site.
Donations can be made at
the Grise Hall lobby between
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and in
rooms 126 and 129 of Downing
University Center, according to
the Web site.
Western’s Public Relations
Student Society of America
chapter will accept the following for the Newborns in Need
charity:
• Blankets
• Sleepers
• Bottles
• Diapers and wipes
• Hats
• Clothing up to size 4T

— Marianne Hale

— Marianne Hale
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More than 250 gamers
unite for Gameathon
TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/Herald

Somerset sophomore Paul Travers (left) and Dylan Shumate (right), a freshman from Clarksville, Ind.,
play Left 4 Dead, a first-person shooter game where humans kill zombies, at Saturday’s Gameathon
in Mass Media and Technology Hall. They brought their own computers to the event, along with two
others, to play against computerized enemies.

On a sunny, 70-degree
Saturday afternoon, the Mass
Media and Technology Hall lobby
was packed wall-to-wall with
gamers. Featured video games
included Rock Band 2, Halo 3,
Call of Duty 5, Madden 2009 and
Guitar Hero World Tour.
The annual Gameathon, a
video game competition and
computer exposition, began in
2005 to give public relations
and advertising majors a chance
to apply their skills, said Rachel
Koontz, a Louisville junior
and public relations major who
coordinated the event.
More than 250 gamers
participated. If they won
the round of the game they
competed in, they received a
$50 gift card to GameStop.
“If you win the individual
game, then you get to play the
mystery game,” Koontz said.
The prize for winning the
mystery game was a sizable
LCD television and sound
system, Koontz said.
Koontz said she believed
since the Gameathon was free,
it was one of things that drew
people to participate.

“I’m here for the PC
games,” said Jacob Sparks, a
Glasgow junior playing in the
Gameathon. The new PC games
at the Gameathon were Starcraft
and Counter-Strike.
Sparks said he had known
about the event through hearing
about it in the past.
Sparks won his round of
Counter-Strike, though his
response to advancing to the
mystery game was a simple
one-word answer he gave with
a smile.
“Sure.”
The Gameathon wasn’t
exclusive to Western students.
Young people poured into and
out of the Mass Media lobby
where several round tables
were set up. Music blared from
the speakers brought in by
Revolution 91.7.
Several flat-screens were
set up strategically around the
lobby so gamers could play
without being cramped.
The green chairs that sit in
the Mass Media lobby were
turned in the opposite direction
toward the screens against the
gallery window. Games such as
Guitar Hero World Tour were
set up there.
Will West, a junior at Bowling

Green High School, said he
heard about the Gameathon
from his friends at Western.
“I haven’t won yet,” he said.
“But I’ll probably win Halo 3
when I play it.”
West said he would also play
some other games such as Call
of Duty.
When it was his turn to play
his round, West, with a tall
frame, edged his way into the
hot seat.
“Go, Will!” said an excited
friend nearby, clapping his hands.
Koontz said that the
Gameathon, which started
around 10 a.m., would end
depending on how quickly the
gamers completed the mystery
game, but the Gameathon was
set to end at about 5:30 p.m.
The public relations and
advertising teams expected
300 gamers to participate
in the Gameathon, and by 2
p.m,. about 250 people were
registered, Koontz said.
One of the sponsors backed
out of the event, so Revolution
decided to help sponsor the
event with $5,000. Koontz
said they were grateful for the
station’s last-minute help.
“Because of them, it exists,”
Koontz explained.
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Hot Pot Challenge to reward best dorm recipe

MAGEN MCCRAREY
diversions@chherald.com
In dorm rooms across
campus, some students have
delivering restaurants on speed
dial and make campus eateries
their first choice. Others dig
deeper, often flaunting their
cooking skills and filling the
dorm hallways with the smell
of baked and fried foods.
Idahoan Foods, based in
Lewisville, Idaho, is seeking
those students who aren’t
afraid to roll up their sleeves
and cook. The company

SGA
Continued

from front page

has developed The Hot Pot
Challenge, a national challenge
for college students with the
best recipes.
Recipes must include at least
one Idahoan Foods product.
“We know there are dozens
of college culinarians out there
— students who put their own
creative twists on dorm-room
cooking,” said Dan Fitzgerald,
marketing manager of Idahoan
Foods.
This is the first year Idahoan
Foods, a leading provider of
mashed potato products, has
issued this challenge.

Madhu Katta from Idahoan
Foods said they wanted to do
something involving college
students because of their
creative abilities.
Recipes will be judged on
originality, flavor, name and
presentation.
The winner will receive
a $5,000 savings bond and
a year’s supply of Idahoan
mashed potatoes.
“Anyone who has a
microwave can cook a quick
baked potato!” said Karen
Mason, nutrition and dietetics
associate professor.

Potatoes have nutritional
value with vitamins, minerals
and carbohydrates; what we
add to them can take away
from their value, Mason said.
The potato challenge will give
students interested in cooking a
chance to be experimental with
this product, Katta said.
All dorms have community
kitchens with a stove and oven
provided. Interested students
can visit www.idahoan.com.
“There is definitely a
convenience factor with
potatoes for anyone looking for
a quick side-dish,” Katta said.

the smartest thing the SGA
has done,” Caylor said in an
e-mail.
Executive Vice President
Skylar Jordan said he’d like
to see the senate write more
legislation and spend its
budget.
He said he’d also like to see
the senate spread out spending
through the year.
“The fact is, we have the
money and we don’t get to
keep it,” he said. “The money’s
there for a reason.”
In some years when SGA
had a lot of money left over
it went back into its account
for the next year, said
Charley Pride, director of
student activities and student
organizations.
But he said if SGA doesn’t
spend all of its money this year
then it probably won’t roll over
to next year because of budget
cuts.
Next year’s SGA budget will

probably be between $100,000
to $105,000 because of cuts,
Pride said.
Last year, the SGA budget
was $110,000, according to
SGA budgets.
About $5,000 was left over,
Administrative Vice President
Reagan Gilley said.
Two years ago, the SGA
budget
was
$115,000,
according to SGA budgets.
About $10,000 was left over.
About $5 to $7 from a
student’s fees go to fund SGA’s
budget, Pride said.
Gilley said he’s content
with the senate’s spending, but
he hopes it spends the rest of
its money.
Hazard sophomore Jacob
Turner, a SGA senator, said in
an e-mail that he wants SGA to
spend more.
“I feel that SGA is given
a good amount of funding if
perhaps a bit generous,” he
said. “I feel, however, that

senate doesn’t always find
ways to spend it all,” Turner
said in an e-mail.
It’s up to senators to find
ways to spend it, but that
doesn’t always happen, Turner
said in the e-mail.
He said in the e-mail that
he wants SGA to spend more
on scholarships or campus
programs.
“It’s there to help students
but ends up going towards
nothing,” he said in an e-mail.
Lexington freshman VaShae
Swope, a SGA senator, said
she feels the senate has been
spending its money well, but
organizations don’t always
know the senate has money to
fund their programs.
Some members of SGA
have talked about using any
leftover money to increase
accessibility on campus by
buying an automatic door or
to create scholarships, Gilley
said.
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Alabama trip gives coach,
players a homecoming

RANDALL REARDEN
sports@chherald.com
Western softball coach Tyra
Perry will get to see old friends and
revisit familiar territory today.
But her main focus isn’t
on seeing familiar faces and
places, but on beating AlabamaBirmingham.
Perry will make her second
return to Birmingham since
leaving Birmingham Southern
to take over coaching duties at
Western before last season.
While there are memories in
returning to the city where she
spent six years of her career
as the coach of Birmingham
Southern, Perry said that doesn’t
change her focus.
“It’s just another team,”
Perry said. “We’re conditioned
to just think about playing our
game. That’s basically what
we’re going to do whether we
are in Birmingham, Kentucky,
or wherever.”
Despite the focus on the game,
Perry is expecting to see a few
old friends and fans at the game.
“(UAB Head coach) Marla
(Townsend) is a good friend
of mine,” Perry said. “She was
very helpful to me when I started
at Birmingham Southern, so it
will be good to see her. At
Birmingham Southern, we used
to play UAB quite a bit, so it’s
familiar territory.”
The Lady Toppers (18-11)
with some connections to the
city of Birmingham are more
concerned with returning the
favor and hope to beat UAB

in response to when the Lady
Toppers were swept last April.
Sophomore
utility
player Brittney Perry, Coach
Perry’s sister, is one who is
looking forward to the trip to
Birmingham.
“It reminds me the last time
we went (played UAB) — we
lost,” Perry said. “We’re ready
to get revenge.”
Western’s game with UAB
tonight ends a six-day stretch
where the Lady Toppers didn’t
play a game because of an offweekend and rained out game.
Tyra Perry said that the
team used practice time well
through the weekend that had
no games.
“We were rained out against
Evansville, and we had an open
weekend, so we need to play,”
Perry said. “We got some rest
in between practices, and we
worked really hard on Saturday,
and the team did really well.”
Junior shortstop Brooke
Reed, who played for two
seasons
at
Birmingham
Southern, is ready to get back
on the field after an unusually
long time away from actual
game-play.
“I think the team has done
well (with the break),” Reed
said. “We have come to practice
and worked hard every day to get
better. We usually don’t take a
day easy. We’re always coming
out focused and determined to
get better each day.”
The Lady Toppers travel to
take on Alabama-Birmingham in
a double-header at 5 p.m. tonight.
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Shelton said she wishes the
senate wouldn’t have put off
spending, but she’s confident
that they will spend all of the
money.
Lexington
sophomore
Jesse Caylor, student affairs
committee head, said in an
e-mail he thinks the senate
has money left because there
haven’t been enough new
event and program ideas from
new SGA members.
He said in the e-mail he
thinks SGA has spent wisely
given the economic crisis.
“It’s always hard each
semester to judge what will
and will not be spent on the
various activities funded, but
I believe being ‘reserved’ in
this current economy has been
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COOGI • EVOLUTION • APPLE BOTTOM • EVISU
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TRACK & FIELD

Western adds regional qualifiers at Florida Relays

JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com
Western’s
men’s
and
women’s track team doubled
up on last week’s three Mideast
Regional Qualifying marks
at the Florida relays this past
weekend.
The Toppers compiled
six qualifying marks from a
combination of three individuals
and three relay teams for the
Mideast Regional May 29-30 in
Louisville.
“That’s two good weekends

in a row for us,” coach Erik
Jenkins said. “Any time you
can have people go out to one
of the best meets in the country
and perform like that it’s an
accomplishment.”
Since senior Valerie Brown
exhausted her NCAA eligibility
at the conclusion of the 2009
indoor season, senior Alecia
Brown has stepped in to take
leadership of the women’s
squad.
Brown improved last week’s
400-meter regional-qualifying
time of 54.41 seconds to a

career-best 54.35.
She also replaced Brown at
the anchor spot of the women’s
4x400. With juniors Kellie
Morrison, Miaie Williams,
and Samantha Smith, the team
finished seventh in Florida,
posting a qualifying time of 3
minutes, 37.43 seconds.
“Coming into this weekend,
I was expecting progress from
the last,” Morrison said. “I feel
like the 4x400 is the best relay
we have. We just had a few bad
exchanges on the 4x100.”
Jenkins subtracted Brown from

the 4x100 and added freshman
short-sprint specialist Sharika
Smith. The team’s 45.69-second
time was good enough for 12th
and added a third qualifying time
for the women.
“All of the women have
stepped up,” Jenkins said. “It’s
part of having a complete team
made up of a lot of parts.”
The women may have
stepped up, but the men were
right along with them, posting
an additional three qualifying
marks.
Junior Gavin Smellie showed

drastic improvement in the 100meter dash, knocking almost twotenths of a second off last week’s
attempt to post a qualifying time
of 10.47 seconds.
Like Brown, Smellie also
contributed to a relay team’s
qualifying time. Smellie, juniors
Ennis Jones, Terrill McCombs
and freshman Tory Womack
finished eighth with a time of
40.60 seconds.
Smellie continues to battle
a lingering knee injury that’s
slowed him down all season.
“I’m on the right track,”

Smellie said. “It didn’t feel right
at first with my body. I’m still
hanging in there.”
Senior thrower Matt Taitt’s
55-foot, 1.50-inch shotput
tacked on the final regionalqualifying mark for Western at
the Florida Relays.
The Hilltopper Relays set
for next weekend have been
canceled after straight-line
winds ripped through the newly
built Charles M. Ruter Complex
Sunday night, causing damage
to equipment and the track
surface.

BASEBALL

Tops lose season’s first Sun Belt series

SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com
Seven runs weren’t enough
to give the Toppers their eighth
straight series victory.
After dropping Friday night’s
game at Florida International,
Western scored three eighthinning runs to even the series
on Saturday, then fell 12-9 after
a four-run rally in the eighth on
Sunday.
The Toppers (21-9, 9-3
SBC) hadn’t lost a three-game
series since May 2-4, 2008, at
Arkansas-Little Rock.
“In the Sun Belt, it’s really
hard to win on the road,” coach
Chris Finwood said. “It’s
disappointing because we want
to beat every opponent, no
matter who it is, but especially
in the conference. Those are
the games you need to have
won when the end of the season
comes around.”
FIU took a 10-5 lead into
the eighth inning on Sunday,
but junior third baseman Wade
Gaynor and senior left fielder
Matt Hightower both hit tworun home runs to cut the lead
to one.
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FIU scored two insurance
runs in the bottom of the inning
for a 12-9 final score.
Home runs also played a part
in the Toppers’ eighth-inning
comeback on Saturday.
With Western down 4-2,
sophomore catcher Matt Rice
and Gaynor hit back-to-back
solo home runs to tie the score.
Hightower then scored on an
RBI single by freshman center
fielder Kes Carter to give the
Toppers a 5-4 win.
Despite dropping their
weekend series, the Toppers
retain a one-game lead in the
conference.
Western leads the SBC in
batting average, runs scored,
hits, doubles, walks, and runs
batted in, and is tied for first
with Middle Tennessee State in
home runs.
Junior second baseman
Matt Payton, who was 3-for-5
in Friday’s 9-8 loss, said that
because of the team’s offensive
capabilities, the Toppers believe
they can win any game, no
matter how large the deficit.
“We always know how
many runs we’re down —
we’re always in the game,” he
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said. “Our lineup’s just really
explosive, and we know that we
can put up a lot of runs.”
During the series, Rice
extended his hitting streak to 25
games, the longest in Western’s
history.
The Sun Belt Conference
record is 34 straight games,
but Rice says he hasn’t thought
about continuing the streak.
“It’s not really something
you consider,” he said. “If
you think about it, chances are
you’ll screw it up. I just try to
go out there and do everything
I can to make sure we win the
game.”
Finwood said that Rice has
benefited from having a year’s
worth of experience.
“He’s been around for a
while, and he’s gotten used to
hitting at this level,” Finwood
said. “We’ve always known
Matt Rice would be a good
hitter. He just needs to get his
at-bats.”
Tuesday’s home matchup with Kentucky has been
postponed, but the Toppers
will travel to Lexington
to take on the Wildcats at
5:30 p.m. tomorrow.
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from sports page

With both coaches taking
care of play-calling duties, it
gave Elson the opportunity to
see other things.
“I’m not so concerned about
the defense playing well and
being where they’re supposed
to be and coaching that one
phase,” Elson said. “I can look
at the way the quarterbacks
are managing the huddle and
managing the play clock and
leading within the huddle and
listening for different things.”
Wells inherits an offense with
no clear-cut quarterback right
now. Saturday’s scrimmage
featured three quarterbacks:
senior Brandon Smith, and
red-shirt freshmen Anthony
Sheppard and Kawaun Jakes.
Smith finished completing
17 of 22 passes, as well as
throwing for one touchdown

Masterpiece
Continued

from sports page

Evans uses his art to connect
with others. Last year, he drew
avatars of some of the children
associated with the library which
served as the initial point that
Evans’ talent surfaced publicly.
“I’m
impressed
with
Jeremy’s art,” Walters said. “I
like that fact that he really takes
his time with it — he tries to
perfect it. He carries his art
book everywhere — he can’t
even come over for Sunday
dinners without bringing his art
pad.”
Evans prefers to draw
portraits, with drawings of
athletes Kevin Garnett and
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Scrimmage
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and rushing for another.
“Overall from an offensive
standpoint, I’m really impressed
with how we’re doing so far,”
Smith said. “For it being a new
system, new coordinator, things
like that, I didn’t think we’d be
successful as we have been in
the scrimmage.”
While Western took nearly
all its snaps from the shotgun
formation last season, already this
spring Wells has implemented
some sets under center.
“It’s an element that I think
is needed, and there’s obviously
some places that you can do
it,” Wells said. “People’s first
thought is to do it on the goalline or short-yarded situations.
We’re not always wanting to be
under center in those situations
cause you don’t want to tip
anything. We want to be as
multiple as we can, get different
motions and different sets out of
the same personnel groups.”
Western practices tomorrow
and Friday morning. Its next
full scrimmage is April 18.
Dwyane Wade and celebrities
such as Jennifer Lopez, Aaliyah
and Tupac Shakur giving
evidence to that. But his talent
is vast, with the gallery also
featuring color landscapes of
meadows and lakes.
The method to Evans’ works
could lie in his patience with
every piece of art he creates. He
spends an hour or two hours on
each drawing, a time span he
would like to increase.
“Right now, the pictures I’ve
created didn’t take long,” he
said. “I’ve never spent more
than two or three hours on a
picture. It’s not my best, I still
don’t think I’ve done my best
in art. But one day when I can
just sit down and focus on the
details and plan on it, I think it
will be a lot better.”
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“For it being a
new system,
new coordinator,
things like that, I
didn’t think we’d
be successful as
we have been in
the scrimmage.”
— Brandon Smith
Senior quarterback

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Head coach David Elson watches as Hilltopper defense and special teams practice field goals during
Saturday afternoon’s spring scrimmage.

Before this exhibit opened,
the world got to see exactly
what Walters and others around
Evans have been talking about
when CBS approached him
to draw a picture of college
basketball commentator Dan
Bonner before the Topper’s
second round game against
Gonzaga. It was featured in a
segment during the game.
Art isn’t just an interest for
Evans — it’s a passion. He
is currently writing a research
paper for an English class on
his theory that anyone can learn
to draw, and after his basketball
career, he would like to pursue
a career in the field.
“You can only play
basketball for so long,” Evans
said. “Drawing, I can do until
my hands give out.”

Stocks have
taken a nose dive.
Unemployment is
at its highest rate in
decades. Few things
remain a sure bet in
these uncertain
economic times.
Except the
value of
knowledge.

Invest in Success.
Combine the value of a graduate degree with the quality reputation
of the University of Louisville and you will gain a solid investment
that gives you an edge in today’s chaotic market.
Studies show that those with a master’s degree earn on average $400,000
more over their careers than they would with a bachelor’s degree alone. Those
with a doctoral degree have an increased earning potential on average of $1.3
million more over their careers than if they had a bachelor’s degree only.
Invest in your success. Learn more about our graduate
programs at: www.graduate.louisville.edu

The University of Louisville is an equal opportunity institution.

GradAdWKU.indd 1
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

A Masterpiece

RYAN STONE/Herald

Junior forward
Jeremy Evans recently
had a gallery opening at The Porter Cafe
Gallery on Main Street.
Evans has been working on pastel artwork
and has been doing art
since he was 4 years
old. The gallery show
runs until April 30.

Evans’ passion for art leads to connection, expression

DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com
Junior men’s basketball forward Jeremy Evans
is probably used to having his picture taken, with
his face having been featured in magazines and
newspapers in the Bowling Green area.
But because of his unique talents, the city can
now go from seeing pictures of Evans to seeing
Evans’ pictures.
Until the end of this month, Evans’ artwork is on
display at the Warren County Public Library. His
artwork shows that his talents extend off the court.

But this isn’t simply a foray into unfamiliar
territory. It’s far from it.
Growing up in Crossett, Ark., Evans has been
drawing since he was 5 years old, recalling when he
traced a picture of a cartoon character.
“I lied and told everybody that I drew it,” Evans
said. “I really didn’t know what I did wasn’t drawing
at the time. My mom told me that I traced it pretty
good.”
Pairing his talent on the canvas with his talent on
the hardwood, Evans came to Western to pursue an
interdisciplinary studies degree because of his time
constraints with the basketball team. He selected art

as his minor.
After witnessing Evans’ skills first-hand, the
idea for displaying his art was brought to him by
his girlfriend’s mother, Deloris Walters. Talks
about displaying his art were moved on to Jayne
Pelaski, the library’s marketing manager, who set
up the gallery.
“He has a great talent,” Pelaski said. “You see the
pencils and the charcoal (drawings), but he also does
the painting with landscapes. I think he’s very good
at doing physical features.”
See MASTERPIECE,
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FOOTBALL

Western focuses on first-, third-down
situations in first spring scrimmage
ANDREW ROBINSON
sports@chherald.com
First-year offensive coordinator
Walter Wells paced the south sideline
of Smith Stadium on Saturday.
For Wells, it was his first
opportunity to call plays in a livesituation in Western’s first scrimmage
of spring practices.
“It’s a new experience calling
plays and doing things like that,”
Wells said. “I made some mistakes,
but the kids did a great job of rallying
around it.”
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While there was no winner,
Western ran 98 plays, with the first
half of the scrimmage focusing on
first-down and third-down situations.
Coach David Elson said that the
Toppers still need to get experience.
“I thought it was extremely
sloppy and ugly at times,” Elson
said. “But we know that they were
young. We’ve got a lot of new
things, and a lot of it is things that
you know, with repetition, will be
corrected.”
Not only was Saturday’s
scrimmage the first chance for

Wells to call plays, but defensive
coordinator Mike Dietzel was also
calling the defense live for the first
time this spring.
“I think our coaches are doing
a really good job of teaching and
following up on things,” Elson said.
“You can just see they’re getting more
and more comfortable. You can’t
avoid scheming against each other in
the office. They’re running and really
trying to get things up rather than
trying to one-up the other.”
See SCRIMMAGE,
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LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Junior running back Dexter Taylor blocks a punt by senior punter Jeremy Moore
during the Hilltoppers’ spring scrimmage on Saturday at Smith Stadium.
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